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World English Bible (WEB - Public Domain)

1-23 1 In the days when the judges judged_, there was a famine in the

land. A certain man of Bethlehem Judah went to live in the country of Moab

with his wife and his two sons. 2 The name of the man was Elimelech, and
the name of his wife Naomi. The names of his two sons were Mahlon and
Chilion, Ephrathites of Bethlehem Judah. They came into the country of

Moab and lived there.

3 Elimelech, Naomi’s husband, died; and she was left with her two

3-5%
sOns. 4 'I—l'lt’y tOOk FOI‘ themselves wives ()f‘the women 0{: h’1()2b. Tl’lﬂ name OF

thC one was Ol'péll’l, Ell‘ld tl’lC name Of"tl'lt‘ Otl'lﬁl’ was Ruth. Tl’lt‘y liVCd t]‘lCI'C

about ten years. 3 I\/Iﬂ}'ll(]l"l Ell'ld (:hili(‘)l‘l b()th di(‘d, ﬂl"ld tl’1€ woman was

b(‘!l'Ca\«'ﬁd ()f‘hcr two Cl‘lildl‘(’l“l ;md ()Fl’lel‘ l"ll.lfibill"ld.

6-7H 6 Then she arose with her dztughters—in-]aw, that she might return

FI'OITI tl‘lﬁ COlll"l[I'}-' OFMOR}); {"01' Sl’lC l'l&'ld heard in tht‘ C()Lll‘]tl'y th/[l)ﬂb h()\V

Yahweh had visited his people in gi\«'ing them bread. T She went out of the
place where she was, and her two daughters—in-law with her. They went on

rhe W’Ely O return to tl’lC land ()f_]l.ldﬁl‘l.

8-10% 8 Naomi said to her two daughters—in-law, “Go, return each ()f‘“\_-'ou

o l'lf‘l' 11'10[1161'18 1'101.156. Ma_y Yﬂh\\«'ﬁh dCEll kil]dl)’ Wlt}'l )"0111 as }_-’01.1 have dC{-llt

“’itl’l t]‘lt‘ d(’ﬂd and “’itl’l mece. 9 May Yﬂl‘l\\’ﬁl‘l gfﬂl’l[ you Ehﬂt )"()1.1 may FII'IC]. rest,

each of‘you in tl’lﬂ l‘lOUS(T 0{"1'161' husband." ﬂ"lt‘l"l Shﬂ l(iSSf‘d them, and tl’lt‘y

lifted up their voices, and wept. 10 They said to her, “No, but we will return

with you to your people.”

11-13% 11 Naomi said, “Go back, my daughters. \Xf'l‘ly do you want to go

“’itl’l me? Do | Stl“ h:lVC sons in 1'[1}-' \’\«'Ol"ﬂb, tl’l:lt tl’li’y 11'121)" bC Y()LII' husbands?

12 Go back, my daughters, gO )"0111' \VH}_-’; ﬁ)[‘ I am too ()l(‘l to h:l\"(‘ a husband.

If I should say, ‘I have hope,’ if I should even have a husband tonight, and

Sh(]l.l]d 21150 bCfll' s0ons, 13 wou]d }-’011 [hﬁl’l wait Lll'l[il tl"lt‘y WwWere gl‘O\Vl"l? \X”ould
yOLl then I‘Cﬁ'ﬂil‘l ﬁ‘om l'lil\’illg l'lLleleldS? NO, Hl}’ daughters, ﬁ)l' it grieves me

SCl'iOUSly {'\()I' )’()UI' sakes, ﬁ)l’ Y&ll’l\Vﬁh,S l’lﬂl‘ld 1'1215 gone out against me.”
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World English Bible (WEB - Public Domain)

14-153 14 They lifted up their voices and wept again; then Ol‘pah kissed
her mother-in-law, but Ruth stayed with her. 15 She said, “Behold, your

SiStf‘l‘*il‘l'lﬂ\V 1'125 gone bﬂt‘k to her pﬂ()plﬁ Fll"ld to l'lCl' g()d. FO”OW yOl.ll‘ sister-

in-law.”

16-18% 15 Ruth said, “Don’t urge me to leave you, and to return from
following you, for where you go, I will go; and where you stay;, | will stay.
Your people will be my people, and your God my God. L7 \Where you die, |
will die, and there I will be buried. May Yahweh do so to me, and more also,
if'anything but death parts you and me.” 18 When Naomi saw that she was

determined to go with her, she sl:opped urging her.

19-21%H 19 So they both went until they came to Bethlehem. When the}-'

had come to Bethlehem, all the city was excited about them, and they asked,
“Is this Naomi?” 20 She said to them, “Don’t call me Naomi. Call me Mara,

for the Almighty has dealt very bitterly with me. 21T went out full, and
Yahweh has brought me home again empty. W’h}-’ do you call me Naomi,

since Yahweh has testified against me, and the Almighty has afflicted me?”

223 22 5, Naomi returned, and Ruth the Moabitess, her daughter-in—law,
with her, who returned out of the country of Moab. They came to

Bethlehem in the beginning ofvbal'ley harvest.
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